


On behalf of Vic Tennis and the GLTA, 
welcome to Melbourne and the Midsumma 
Doubles tournament.
It is with much anticipation and excitement 
that we say join us, enjoy your tennis and 
enjoy the absolute best that Melbourne has 
to offer.
Welcome to our local entrants, and we are 
pleased to extend a very warm welcome 
to our interstate and overseas competitors 
and visitors. Thank you for travelling here 
for what is set to be a fantastic tournament.
This handbook is intended to provide you 
with a schedule of the championships, 
answer your questions, and to give 
you a general feel for what VicTennis 
is all about. We also want to provide a 
broader welcome to Melbourne and other 
information that we feel might be of 
interest to you.
If you should find that there is something 
you wish to know but is not covered in this 
handbook, please do not hesitate to ask 
any of the committee members who will be 
around the venue across the entire event or 
check out the GLTA Melbourne Midsumma 
2017 Facebook group. There are also other 
handy contacts included in this handbook.

WELCOME TO 



Welcome to the first GLTA Sanctioned 
Midsumma Doubles Tournament. This year 
has been one of exciting growth for the club 
and this tournament will provide a stepping 
stone for further expansion in collaboration 
with the GLTA. Being part of the GLTA gives 
us an opportunity to reach players from all 
over the world which benefits local players 
by providing more competition. It’s also 
an opportunity to make more friends and 
share our beautiful city with overseas and 
interstate guests.
I am pleased to say we have 124 players 
travelling from 18 different countries and 
playing in 5 different events with over 
150 scheduled matches on the 22nd of 
January 2017.
Please do not hesitate to ask questions 
directly to me or the Committee.
To the seasoned regular GLTA “players” it 
is always a pleasure to see you again and 
I hope you enjoy your time in Melbourne, 
and needless to say, I anticipate you will 
continue to make an impact both on and off 
the court.
We have a fun-filled and jam-packed 
itinerary for both competitive tennis and 
social events. So please enjoy your time 
in Melbourne, make amazing lifelong 
friends, involve your partners, share your 
experiences on social media and best of 
luck to you on the court.

Message from 

ROWEN D’SOUZA –  
TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR,  
MELBOURNE MIDSUMMA TOURNAMENT 



REGISTRATION
All entry fees must be paid prior 
to players taking to the courts. 
Registration includes:
•  All on court and other playing 

fees including Players Lunch from 
The Lincoln Pop Up Bar

• Balls
•  Entry to Draw party on Saturday 

evening and the After party on 
Sunday night both will be held 
at the HUB/ Mavis Browns Bar 
35 Fitzroy Street, St. Kilda.  
At the Rydges.

HANDY CONTACTS
The primary source of real-
time information will be via the 
Melbourne Midsumma Doubles 
Tournament 2017 Facebook group. 
This is a closed-group for players 
and organisers to connect with 
each other and to share news and 
information.
Other handy contacts: 
• VicTennis.com
•  Tournament Director:  

0402 014 869  
rowicloud@icloud.com

•   Tournament desk/Player Liaison: 
0488793841 

MELBOURNE MIDSUMMA  
VIC TENNIS EVENTS
Pre-Tournament Warm up 
Albert Park Hockey and Tennis 
Saturday 21st Jan 4:30pm to 6:30pm
Welcome speech at 4:30 by 
VicTennis President Mykl Prionas
Format: 20-minute hit ups or sets, 
7 rotations.
If you haven’t already signed up, 
please contact us and we will 
reserve you a spot. A $10 fee 
applies paid on the night.

Draw party
Saturday 21st January 7pm
Venue: Mavis Browns Bar (at the 
Rydges 35 Fitzroy St, St. Kilda)
The draw party is a chance for 
players to meet other players 
and the VicTennis committee, ask 
questions and start to get the feel 
of the tournament. Our Motto is 
Fun Fitness and Friendship. You can 
also settle pre-tournament nerves 
with a drink or two.
Drinks & Food can be ordered at 
the Bar.

MELBOURNE MIDSUMMA 2017
Albert Park Hockey and Tennis 
Albert Park, St Kilda 3182
Sunday 22nd January 2017.
Play starts at 9 am 
(Courts open at 830am)
Conclusion of Play 5pm and 
presentations for our Champions.
Tournament Director:  
Rowen D’Souza 
VicTennis Committee Members: 
Michael Prionas (President), 
Andrew Power (Vice President), 
Andy Poon, Mark Carey, Michael 
O’Brien and Adam Fitzgerald 
The Midsumma tournament is our 
premier event of the year, this 
GLTA sanctioned event will see 124 
players from 18 countries compete 
over 5 divisions. Open, A, B, C and 
D.
GLTA rules and regulations 
are applied strictly. As a new 
GLTA tournament, we want to 
provide the fairest and most 
even of competition throughout 
all grades. For more info see 
glta.tournamentsoftware.com 
Midsumma regulations.



TOURNAMENT RULES
The Midsumma Doubles is a Gay 
and Lesbian Tennis Alliance (GLTA) 
sanctioned tournament. As such, 
the championships will be played in 
accordance with the guidelines of 
the GLTA and of the International 
Tennis Federation (ITF).

Attire
Proper tennis attire required.  
Non-marking shoes required.  
Shirts required.

Warm-up
5 minutes.  
Strictly enforced.

Being Late
0-5 min=loss of toss and 1 game;  
5-10 min=loss of toss and 2 games;  
10-15 min=loss of toss and three 
games; 15 minutes or more=default.

Check-in
Required 15 min before match 
time. Early check-ins may be asked 
to play early. Any appeals will be 
decided by the tournament director.

Rest Breaks
20 seconds between points (not 
counting tracking down balls) 
90 seconds on changeovers; 2 
minutes between sets. Players are 
allowed a reasonable amount of 
time for bathroom breaks.
After completing a match a player 
is allowed up to 20 minutes before 
being required to play again. 
Any reasonable request will be 
considered by the Tournament 
organising team.

Scoring
Doubles matches will be best of 1 
set, with a standard 7-point (first 
to seven by two) tiebreak at 6-all 
in games. The second Deuce is 
Advantage with the receivers 
choosing which side to receive 
the ball. The tournament director 
or site desk manager may deem 
it necessary to shorten the match 
because of time constraints, at their 
discretion. 

Line Call Disputes
If disputes occur, you can request 
a line judge from the tournament 
desk, though this is not a 
guarantee. Any line judge assigned 
to a court will rule only calls that 
are questioned. The judge’s ruling 
is final.

Score Disputes
If players cannot agree on the 
score, resume play at the last point 
all players recall and agree.

Miscellaneous
The GLTA rule book will apply for 
all match situations. 
The maximum time between 
sets is 2 minutes, or a reasonable 
bathroom break, as deemed by the 
site desk manager. 
The maximum time allowed 
between change of ends is 90 
seconds. 
The maximum time allowed 
between points is 20 seconds. 
No extra time will be allowed for a 
player to recover condition. 
A player is allowed one injury 
timeout per match of 3 minutes for 
a treatable medical condition. 



A player’s first offence for time 
violation during a match will cause 
the offending player to receive 
a warning. The second offence 
will result in loss of game for the 
offending player, the third offence 
will result in loss of the match. 
For example, player A twists an 
ankle during a match and asks 
for an injury timeout. The allowed 
3 minute period begins at the 
moment the player asks for the 
timeout or when the player fails 
to return to the court (whichever 
comes first) after the 20 seconds 
between points or the 90 seconds 
between games, as applicable. 
If after 3 minutes the player fails 
to return to the court, the player 
will receive a warning. If after an 
additional 20 seconds the player 
has still not returned to the court, 
the player will lose a game. If after 
yet another 20 seconds the player 
has still not returned to the court, 
the player will forfeit the match.
Any enquiries about these 
rules should be directed to the 
Tournament director.

Transport
Taxis and Uber
Taxis in Melbourne are reliable and 
generally safe. You can hail a Taxi 
from the street (they are available 
when their roof light is illuminated), 
or you can call a taxi on 13 CABS.
You can use Uber easily around 
Melbourne by downloading 
their app.
 
A note about safety
Public transport and walking 
around Melbourne is very safe, 
however you should exercise 
caution, especially at night and 
around entertainment districts. 

All players are strongly advised to 
travel in groups wherever possible 
and we expect all players to look 
after one another. 
In an emergency situation call 000 
(police, ambulance, fire). 
The VicTennis Midsumma Doubles 
tournament is a festival not only of 
tennis but of Fun, Friendship, and 
Fitness. We encourage you to enjoy 
the carnival atmosphere at this 
year’s event.

Food and Drinks
Iain from the Lincoln Hotel in 
Carlton is setting up a pop up 
venue for us at Midsumma. They 
will provide:
Coffee and Tea and morning snacks 
from 9am
A lunch is provided for all our 
Players. Please collect a wrist band 
and hand it to the Bar staff when 
you collect your Players lunch pack.
A Movida inspired Paella
Food for purchase will be available 
throughout the afternoon.
PLEASE BRING CASH FOR THE 
LINCOLN POP UP BAR.
A full bar will also be available from 
midday. As we are licenced no 
outside alcohol will be allowed at 
the venue. Wines from Heathcotes’ 
Foster e Rocco and gin from 
Westwinds Sabre just to name a 
few are what you can enjoy as you 
watch an afternoon of great tennis.
PLEASE NOTE AS WE WILL BE A 
LICENCED EVENT NO OUTSIDE 
ALCOHOL IS ALLOWED TO BE 
CONSUMED IN THE VENUE.

Massages
Massage services will be provided 
on the day.




